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the Democratic party, Allen and "Weaver acting
with the Democrats after the campaign of that
year.

General Weaver made the chief nominating
speech for Bryan, and in it he gave his reasons
for such action and explained its relation to the
movements in which he had been a leader for so
many years. He described the year 1896 as
"the most critical period" in the history of the
Populist party. He had only "two aspirations
in connection with that party. The first is in-
corporated with my life work. It is to preserve
untarnished and unsullied to the American
people the great principles that we have con-
tended for for the last twenty years. My second
purpose is to preserve the organization for
present and future usefulness in every part of
this Union. . . .

"For twenty years we have been pleading
with the people to espouse the sacred cause
which is at stake in this campaign. We have
constantly urged through good and evil report
that our principles were more important than
party associations, were above all considera-
tions of private fortune or the petty and fever-
ish ambitions of men. We have thus far suited
our action to our words. Through five presi-
dential campaigns, stretching from 1876 to
1892, you correctly estimated the purposes of
old party managers, and events have sustained